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Scholars often take ‘dynasty’ for granted and treat it as a given reality (conceptual 
and institutional), associated with monarchies across time and space. This paper un-
covers and criticises this standard view by using the framework of global intellectual 
history. Ultimately, problematizing and historicizing ‘dynasty’ helps us to reconcep-
tualise the interplay between the history of concepts and political economy from the 
late middle ages to the nineteenth century.


