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Modernity for long has been viewed as a process which went along with an increa-
sing control over emotions – whether this control was regarded as linked to capi-
talism, to the modern bureaucratic state or interpreted as a process through which 
external control mechanisms moved inside the subject. However, drawing on the 
aftermath of riots in Kanpur in 1913 and relating them to psychological writings in 
Urdu, I would argue in this talk that the actors not only reflected more on their emo-
tions, but also increasingly valued strong, visceral and even indomitable passions.


